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We would like to hear from you - your feedback will help us to improve the service.

Renewal complete

Registration details

We've emailed you these details.

Operator registration number

Name John Vincent Lucas
Operator ID GBR-OP-VMHFNRVPXWPV
Valid for 1year

Expiry date 17 January 2027





	[image: image12.png]Registration details

We've emailed you these details.

Flyer registration number

Name John Vincent Lucas
Flyer ID GBR-RP-SDJ4RVZHN2CC
Valid for 5years

Expiry date 23 August 2026





	Version 2
August 2010
Ezemvelo KZN Wildlife

Flight Application Form

for aircraft use over EKZNW protected areas


	Notes for completing this form:

1. Delete all explanatory grey text prior to submission

2. Incomplete applications will be rejected

3. Submission of this form in no way guarantees permission to undertake flights over EKZNW protected areas; you may commence flying only after you have received a letter authorising the activity; this letter will specify the conditions under which you may proceed – please read the conditions carefully as they are legally binding and may require changes inter alia to your proposed timing, flight path and/or altitude
4. This form must be submitted in MS Word format

5. Please allow one month for processing


	APPLICANT DETAILS:
	Title
	Mr

	
	Full Name
	John Vincent Lucas

	
	Identity/Passport Number 
	88810135032088

	
	Organisation
	Explore4Knowledge (NPC/PBO)

	
	Department
	

	
	Postal address
	53 Parker Street Durbanville 7550 Cape Town, South Africa

	
	Tel
	W: 







	Cell-RSA:
Currently not connected due to network error. Can Provide when landing back in SA in Feb 2026.

Cell-UK:
+447771183449

	Fax:







	
	e-mail
	john@explore4knowledge.com
info@explore4knowledge.com 


	CO-APPLICANTS

	Name
	
	
	

	
	ID Number
	
	
	

	
	Organisation
	
	
	


COLLABORATORS/PARTNERS:

	Title
	

	Name
	

	South African ID Number 
	

	Organisation/Company
	

	Postal address
	

	Tel
	W:
	Cell:
	Fax:

	e-mail
	


AIRCRAFT DETAILS:
(Repeat for each aircraft covered in this application)

	Aircraft type: 
(mark with ‘X’)
	Powered
	Non-powered

	
	
	Quadcopter
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Make and Model:
	DJI Mavic Air     ( Serial No. OK1UF3400D00FW )

	Registration Number:
	DJI Mavic Air     ( GBR-RP-SDJ4RVZHN2CC )

	Colour & pattern:
	DJI Mavic Air (white and black)

	Number of aircraft:
	1

	Other details:
	I am a South African Citizen that holds a global commercial licences GVC and A2 C of C. Both Drones are registered with the CAA in the UK as well as in Europe. Both Drones fall under my personal insurance policy under written by Lloyds of London and held as a freelance commercial pilot that works on conservation projects across Africa. 



	Aircraft type: 

(mark with ‘X’)
	Powered
	Non-powered

	
	
	Quadcopter
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Make and Model:
	DJI Mini 3           ( Serial No. 1581F5YHX25660036MNM )

	Registration Number:
	DJI Mini 3           ( GBR-RP-SDJ4RVZHN2CC )

	Colour & pattern:
	DJI Mini 3(white and black)

	Number of aircraft:
	1

	Other details:
	I am a South African Citizen that holds a global commercial licences GVC and A2 C of C. Both Drones are registered with the CAA in the UK as well as in Europe. Both Drones fall under my personal insurance policy under written by Lloyds of London and held as a freelance commercial pilot that works on conservation projects across Africa. 



GVC and A2 CofC – Explained

· GVC (General Visual Line of Sight Certificate): Confirms advanced theoretical knowledge and operational competence to conduct complex drone operations, including risk assessment, airspace management, and operational planning.

· A2 Certificate of Competence (A2 CofC): Authorises operations closer to people under the UK Open Category, subject to defined limitations and safety measures, demonstrating additional practical and operational competency.

· Competency Equivalence: The UK GVC and A2 CofC demonstrate a level of theoretical knowledge, operational competence, and risk management that is comparable to the competency standards required of a South African Remote Pilot License (RPL), particularly for visual line-of-sight operations in complex environments.

PILOT(S): 

	 (repeat for each pilot if more than one)
	Full Name
	John Vincent Lucas 

	
	Identity/Passport Number 
	8810135032088

	
	Pilots licence Number
	Operator ID (Pilot): 
GBR-OP-VMHFNRVPXWPV
Flyer ID (Flight Licence): 
GBR-RP-SDJ4RVZHN2CC

	
	Company
	Explore4Knowledge (NPC / PBO)

	
	Postal address
	53 Parker Street Durbanville 7550 Cape Town, South Africa

	
	e-mail
	john@explore4knowledge.com
info@explore4knowledge.com 


	
	Telephone
	W: 









	Cell-RSA:
Currently not connected due to network error. Can Provide when landing back in SA in Feb 2026. 

Cell-UK:
+447771183449

	Fax:










	GVC and A2 C of C
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	Proof of Annual Renewal of Operators ID
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PROTECTED AREA:
Royal Natal National Park.
PROPOSED FLIGHT PATH:
Please see visual representations and maps of the proposed flight areas in Annex 1.
The operation will involve nine (9) proposed take-off and landing locations, positioned along the established hiking route from the Sentinel Peak Car Park to the Tugela Falls, including the Chain Ladders section.
Movement along the route will be guided by Itchy Feet, a registered local tour operator and guiding company.

At each of the proposed take-off and landing locations, the intention is to capture the following types of video footage and still images. All operations will be conducted in accordance with pilot guidelines, SACAA GVC + A2 CofC requirements, and regional operating criteria:
· Tracking shots, following the group walking along the route

· Top-down perspectives of the group along the route

· Panning shots to include the surrounding landscape and topography
A summary of key risks and mitigation measures is provided in Annex 2.

DATES:

13-17 March 2026
(One day only, weather dependent)
NEED & DESIRABILITY:
Permission is requested to operate a drone at specific locations within the Tugela Falls section of the conservation areain order to capture video footage and images of a group of participants hiking to the headwaters of the Tugela River.
This is not a paid-for or commercial production. All content captured will be used by WWF and associated partnersfor the purposes of promoting water security, conservation awareness, and community development initiatives across their media and communication platforms.
The activity forms part of a Journey of Water learning experience along the Tugela River, involving conservationists, community members, WWF staff, and invited participants. The group will walk from the Sentinel Peak Car Park to the top of the Tugela Falls to engage with the river’s source and surrounding environment.
The period 13–17 March 2026 has been identified as a suitable weather window; however, only one day within this period will be utilised for the hike and any associated drone operations.

In addition to being a licensed drone pilot, I am a trained conservationist, having studied at CPUT, NMMU, and other institutions, and have worked as a consultant across South Africa and the African continent since 2012. This background supports a high level of environmental awareness, vigilance, and adherence to conservation best practice during all operations.

TAKE-OFF & LANDING SITES:
Please refer to Annex 1 for mapped locations.

1. Vehicles on the Road 
Capture of the group arriving and driving toward the Sentinel Peak Car Park. Take-off will occur from a safe roadside position, maintaining visual line of sight at all times.

2. Car Park 
Capture of the start of the hike into the Drakensberg area.

3. Walking Along Switchbacks
Footage to illustrate elevation, terrain, and the scale of the landscape along established contour paths.

4. Walking on Path 
Additional footage highlighting elevation, topography, and environmental context.

5. Chain Ladders 
A unique and sensitive location. Initial footage will be captured with no people present, followed by limited shots of participants ascending the ladders, using side-on or top-down perspectives, while remaining within legal and safety limits for flight near people.

6. General Walking (Escarpment) 
Footage illustrating the change in topography, escarpment environment, and visible river systems.

7. Side View of Falls 
Panning perspective of the Tugela Falls and the group arriving at the location.

8. Tugela Falls 
Group imagery at the falls, illustrating the escarpment drop-off and landscape, including top-down perspectives where safely achievable.

9. View of Falls (Departure) 
Panning shots of the Tugela Falls as the group departs the area.

REPETITION:
The hike and associated drone operations will occur once only, on a single day within the 13–17 March 2026 window (weather permitting).

There will be no repeat flights or repeat hikes beyond this activity.
POSSIBLE ENVIRONMENTAL IMPACTS & MITIGATION:
Potential impacts are limited to minor, short-duration noise disturbance at take-off and landing sites.

All operations will be brief, site-specific, and managed to minimise disturbance to visitors, wildlife, and the surrounding environment.

Further details regarding risk identification and mitigation measures are provided in Annex 2.

Office Use Only:
Support and Conditions:
	Post
	Support
	Conditions
	Date

	Regional Ecologist:
	Supported/ Not supported
	
	

	Senior Conservation Manager:
	Supported/ Not supported
	
	

	Protected Area Manager:
	Supported/ Not supported
	
	

	Park Manager:
	Supported/ Not supported
	
	


Additional conditions/notes:

	


The flight may now commence with the above approvals and conditions.

Ecological Advice Coordinator:
Signature:………………………………….
Date:……………………..
Park Manager/Biodiversity Conservation Coordinator:

Signature:………………………………….
Date:……………………..

ANNEX 1: Overview Of Locations and Google Earth Images
	Over View Of Whole Area
	Side View Of Whole Area 
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	Driving Up To Car Park
	Car Park To Switch Backs
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	Switch Backs to Walking On Paths
	Walking on Path to Chain Ladders 
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	Chain Ladder to General Walking 


	General Walking to Tugela Falls 
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	View Towards the falls 


	View From the Falls 
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Annex 2: High Level Risk Assessment
	1. Interaction with People (Group of 30 Hikers)

	Risk: Injury or disturbance to people due to proximity operations. 

	Mitigation:
· Operations conducted under A2 CofC with reduced horizontal separation, using briefed participants only.

· Group fully briefed before flight; no overflight of unbriefed members of the public.

· Minimum lateral distances maintained where terrain allows; flight paths planned parallel to route, not directly overhead.

· Emergency abort procedures briefed and rehearsed.



	2. Terrain, Wind & Orographic Effects

	Risk: Sudden wind shear, downdrafts, or loss of control near escarpments and ladders. 

	Mitigation:
· Flights conducted only within manufacturer wind limits and after on-site wind assessment.

· No flight in funnel areas (Chain Ladders, cliff edges) during gusting conditions.

· Conservative altitude margins maintained; no flight directly above cliff edges or ladders.

· Continuous monitoring with immediate RTB if conditions degrade.



	3. Environmental & Park Sensitivity

	Risk: Disturbance to wildlife, visitors, or protected landscapes. 

	Mitigation:
· Compliance with Royal Natal National Park and EKZNW guidelines.

· Short-duration flights, limited to essential capture only.

· Avoidance of wildlife, nesting areas, and peak visitor congestion times.

· Noise minimisation through stable, non-aggressive flight profiles.



	4. Take-off, Landing & Crowd Control

	Risk: Unsafe launch/recovery in remote or uneven terrain. 

	Mitigation:
· All 9 take-off and landing (TOL) sites pre-identified, assessed, and logged.

· Clear sterile buffer zone established at each TOL with a dedicated ground marshal.

· Launch and recovery only when area is secured and visually confirmed clear.

· No hand launches; level ground only.



	High-Level Notes for Permit Application

	(Take-off & Landing Site Management)
· All take-off and landing locations will be pre-selected, GPS-marked, and assessed on arrival for surface stability, wind exposure, and public access.

· Each site will have a minimum safety buffer enforced using ground crew and verbal controls.

· The pilot will conduct a pre-flight site inspection before every sortie, including wind direction, obstacles, and emergency landing options.

· Launch and recovery will be paused immediately if hikers, visitors, or wildlife enter the safety zone.

· No take-off or landing will occur from sensitive edges, ladders, or narrow paths.

· A single pilot-in-command will retain full authority to delay, reposition, or cancel any flight based on safety or environmental considerations.

· All operations conducted in line with SACAA GVC, A2 CofC privileges, EKZNW rules, and park permit conditions.



	Footage Capture – Operational Controls (Brief Statement)

	· Tracking, top-down, and panning shots will be executed using predictable flight paths, slow ground speeds, and constant visual line of sight.

· Camera movement will prioritise landscape context while maintaining safe separation from people and terrain.

· No autonomous or pre-programmed flights; all operations flown manually.


Office Use : Application Number











� Co-applicants are those who will on board the aircraft or aircrafts; repeat for each
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